HA-1107

Vandiver Mansion

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 02-18-2004
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION
PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE
NPS Otfice Use Onty

tSroject Numoer:

Instructions: Reac the nstructions carefuily before completing application. No cert-t.cation wi'' oe ma20oe unless a completed apphication form has
been received. Use typewriter or print clearly in biack ink. H additional space is needeq, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets.

Vandiver Mansion HA-1107
1. Name of property:

1 s
Address of property: 501 South Union Avenue

ciry_Havre de Grace County _ Harford smwe_Marvland zi;code 21078
Name of historic district: Havre de Grace Historic District
O Nationai Register district [3 certified state or iocal district O potential historic district

2. Check nature of request: HA-1107 Site Survey 1977

R certitication that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabilitation.

D certification that the structure or building and, where appropriste, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to
the significance of the sbove-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.

[3 certification that the buiiding does not contribute to tha significance of the above-named district.

(] preliminary determination for individual iisting in the National Register.

0 preliminary derermination that a building located within's potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district.

O preliminary determination that a buiding outside the period or ares of significanca contributes to the significance of the district.

3. Authorized project contact:

Neme Linda Mekr 0'71@/!/% A Tide __Consultant
. Swest 231 Hitching Post Drive - : Cicy Bel Air, T T
S Maryland Zp_ 21014 ' Tetaphone Number (during dey): __879-2000 Ext. 355
& Owner: : " : . , - . - : . e
Allen Ju Fair ’ ) '
Street 100 St. John Street cry Havre de Crace ~
- --Sww_ Maryland zo_ 21078—-— Toleshone Number during ary): __939=5055 —— ' -

[N ;’\ ) ' ] 7
Owner's Signsture g ) /’/JVJ/‘«V‘. iuﬂ\ - Dete //[ //,; ///é' .

[
Social Security Number or Taxpayer ldentification Number SS# 2 18"28-3499

| hereby attest that the information | have provided is, to the best of my knowigdge, correct, and that | own the above-named property,
| ’ /

NPS Office Uss Oniy

The National Park Service has reviewed the ‘‘Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 17 for the above-named property and hereby deter-
mines that the property:

O contributes 10 the significance of the above-named district and is a “certified historic structure”™ for the purpose of rshabilitation.
contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a ""certified historic structure’” for a charitable contribution for conservation pur-
poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980.

{0 does not contributs 10 the significance of the above-named district.

Prelirmnary Determirations: N

J appesrs to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the
Stzte Historic Preservation Officer aceording to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
does nNot appear to maet the Nationa! Register Criteria for Evaluation and wili likely not be listed in the National Register.

O appears to contribute te the significance of a potentiai historic district, which will likely be Histed in the Nationa! Register of Historic Places if
nominated by the State Historic Preservation Q*ficer,

O appears to contribute to the significance of a recistered historic district but is outside the period or ares of significance as documented in the
National Reg:ster nominatian or district documentation on file with the NPS.
does not appear to quality as a certified historic structure. : . - .- . o= - -

Date Nauonat Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office
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Vandiver Mansion

z “rnoalt oz
S.Lgry ii—m -
351 South Union Avenue !

FroDerTy ASCIEsS
“'en J. Fair SSit 218-28-3499

arme. Soc:al Security or Taxpayer |0 Numoer

5. Description of physical apoesrance:

The Vandiver Mansion is a very fine example of a large detached Queen Anne Cottage. It is two
and a half stories high, five bays in width across the front-the last two bays being recessed,
and has a multi gable roof. The house is located on the corner of S. Union Avenue and Fountain
Street, facing west. Big evergreen trees shield the S. Unicn Avenue elevation making the
richly decorated north elevation even more prominent. In the west gable of the north elevation
the date "1886" is inscribed in raised black numerals. The main section is. covered with
aluminum siding (1978). The siding is white with the trim painted grey and pale yellow with
some blue. The low foundation is of stone and brick. The main block has an enclosed porch on
the south side of the west elevation. The building is divided into apartments, most of which
are empty but in fair condition.

Extending across the front of the house is a six bay piazza with a bracketed modified hipped
roof, covered with asphalt shingles. Delicate arched ribs, extending between the turned posts,
support the roof. The advanced third bay, through which one enters is given emphasis by a
"curved hood with exposed ribs underneath and an Eastlake design piercing the front. The porch
frieze consists of a series of cutouts with scalloped edges, and complimentary although not
identical treatment is given to the ralllng Decorative plerced panels cover the foundations

o - - e — : (Contlnued) SR
DauofCo bﬂt- c.——i»886—'-“'-~~——’"-" SW,“O,D.". —State H:Lstorirr Srtes Survey -
Deta(a) of Altarstion{): - 1930's- 1950's
mm.\dmww Clmmng.nn,mz ' i\

bw“m : _..T,"ﬂ;“j“.-fi by ;»._ -!_:

PO L R . -~ i

.ne Vandlver Mansion 13 the finest- example of Queen Anne architecture -in Havre de Grace. It is
two and half story frame house covered with aluminum siding (1978) over clapboard and shingles.
" Richly 'decorated on the rnorth elevation gables and has a long piazza across the front. The
house retains many fine examples of opalescent leaded stained glass and four orginal outbu1lding:
in the rear. Among the outbuildings is a .gazebo built of branches with a wood shingled roof; it
" is similar to those that were planned for Central Park in New York by Calvert Vaux. The house
as we see it today, was constructed in 1886, although it appears to have been built around one
or more earlier structures. The Vandlver Mansion reflects the wealth and prominence of the man
for whom it was built.
Murray Vandiver was an active figure in the political life of Maryland for many years. He was
a member of the House of Delegates, State Treasurer for sixteen years, Chairman of the
Democratic State Central Committee and was appointed Collector of Internal Revenue for Maryland
in 1889 by President Cleveland. Always active in the business and civic affairs of Havre de
Grace, Vandiver was serving as Mayor when the house was built. Murray Vandiver's father,
Robert came to Havre de Grace scmetime before 1839. He was a contractor building the lock at
Lapidum for the Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal as well as the railroad cut that went down
“t. Clair Street (now Pennington Avenue) to the river.
This piece of property one of the most architecturally as well as historically significant in
Havre de Grace, was beginning to show signs of neglect. Union Avenue and the town as a whole
would lose much if these buildings were to be razed or even significantly altered. All of the
mantels and woodwork remain on the interior, although the house is divided into apartments. At
the time of the State Survey the attic and outbuildings were filled with memorabilia of all
kinds reflecting the family's history and Murray Vandiver's political career.

rotographs and maps,

Attach photographs and maps to application.

Continuation sheets sttached: [x,.. o
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Vandiver Mansion
Pitinrty Name

301 South Union Avenue
Property Agdress

Allen J. Fair SS# 218-28-3499
Owner Name Social Security or Taxpayer iD Number

CONTINUATION SHEET

Historic Preservation
Certification Apphcation

[y Ao -2
i~ N3 V0% 4 X0S
HA'HO / hmJar;s

NPS Office Uss Only

Yprc‘e-:: Numoper: !

This sheet: ¥ continues Part ¥ [J continues Part 2 [J smends Project.

NPS Project Number:

5. Description of physical appearance: Continued

of the porch. Across the rear is a two story three bay porch with a flat roof,
chamfered posts and fence railings. Stairs, on the south side supported by
natural log posts, lead to the second floor. A second story porch 1is on the

south elevation of the main block. Sheltered under the main roof, the porch is
two bays wide with a decorative wood railing.

Windows are arranged asymetrically on the front of the house. On the first floor
and two northern bays have 1/1 light double hung sash while the two recessed
southern bays contain one light French doors of the same size. Windows in the
second story, front elevation have 1/1 light double hung sash with the upper sash
bordered by small square of glass. ‘Most of the windows have plain wide board en-
framements and small squared of glass in the supper sash, which are either stained

or clear. At one time, according to
by louvered shutters. The house is
has a central hall plan with stairs
the attic. The staris, framed by an
walnut newel post and bannister. At
window which at one time was filled

an old photograph the windows were flanked
divided into four apartments. The first floor
(now enclosed) on the south wall rising to
ogee arch with ornamental lattice work, have
the top of the second floor landing is an oval
with opalescent leaded stained glass. On

either side of the hall are double mahogany doors, opening into rooms with fire-
places on their far (north and south) walls. The fireplace in the north room has
a walnut mantel with a mirror above it; the fireplace (closed) is faced with
glazed ceramic tiles. The fireplace in the south room is terra cotta with an
overmantel of the same material. Above each of the doors on either side of the
fireplace are triangular openings with more opalescent leaded stained glass. The
middle room on the north wall, second story, has an unusual firplace and over
mantel with shelves. In place of the usual mirror is a rectangular piece of glass
which was once stained glass, within a large recess with space on either side for
a flue. The house has a full basement which does not include the wing. The house
contains a total of 8 fireplaces, each different from the other.

A\
Owner’s Signature b4

NPS Office Use Only

O The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments meet the Secretary of the Interior’s ‘‘Standards for
Rerabilitation,”

{7 The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior’s 'Stan-
dards for Rehabilitation.”

Dats Noationai Park Service Authorized Signature National Perk Service Office
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CONTINUATION SHEET NA-[j07  eomssues

o Historic Preservation
D,.:;:i(,l “i: Mansion Certification Application Eperrp— —
301 S»uth Union Avenue I
Property Address
Allen J. Fair SS# 218-28-3499
Owner Name/Social Security or Taxpayer iD Number

NPS CHacy Use Only

This sheet: @ continues Part 1 [ continues Part 2 0 smends Project. NPS Project Number:

Outbuildings:

The house has a large garden at the rear containing four outbuildings; a barn,

a privy, a gazebo and what appears to be a garden shed. All of them are painted
green. The barn is board and batten with a square ventilator on the tin roof.

It is on the corner of Lodge Lane and Fountain Street. The privy and garden shed
stand next to each other; both are one story structures with slate roofs. The
privy is clapboards with a scalloped barge board while the garden shed is board
and batten. Most remarkable is the existence of the gazebo. Built of branches
and twigs, the gazebo is circular under a pyramidal wood shingled roof which was
once painted green. Similar kinds of open wood structures, also built of

branches, were designed for Central Park in New York City. They are illustrated
in Villas and Cottages by Calvert Vaux.

,--l \\. . \)f ‘

\ ~ ;
| , ;]
Owner’s Signature — J)-/% Lt ' T o Dsts 7(.‘ 4 {j C
R ( '\\
NPS Office Use Only ~

O The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments meet the Secretary of the Interior’s “*Standards for
Rehabilitation.”

O The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior's “Stan-
dards for Rehabilitation.”

Date

National Park Service Authorized Signature Nstional Park Servics Office ~

Say ey



HA-1107 c. 1886
VANDIVER MANSION
Havre de Grace, Md.

The Vandiver Mansion is the finest example of Queen Anne architecture
in Havre de Grace. Along with rich deecorated gables (ane $£f which contdins
the date 1886) the house retains many fine examples of opalescent stained
glass and four original outbuildings inthe rear. Among the outbuildings
is a gazebo built of branches with a shingled roof; it is similar to those
that were planned for Central Park in New York by the architect Calvert Vaux.
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L HA=1107
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST VI
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY
TBINAME
HISTORIC
Vanulilver .ol
AND/OR COMMON
BEJLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
3CL Zouth Union Ave.
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Havre ce Grace — VICINITY OF o)
STATE COUNTY
Marviand Harford
] CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC . OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE  + __MUSEUM
A _BUILDING(S) A_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL J@RIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
X.NO __MILITARY _OTHER- R&ntal
D —
IS OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Fire. Harry Fitchell Telephone #: 9395-0004
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X UNALTERED 2 ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED _MOVED  DATE
X_FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

ine Veodlver Mansion (201 S. Union Ave.) is & very ilne example
of a large detached frame lueen Anne Cocittace. I ig two and
& nalf stories nich, five bays in width across the froni-the
last twe bays beilncg recessecd, and has a multl gabls rocf. The
house 1s located on tne corner of S, Union Ave. anc Fountain
St., feclng wect. mic evercreen trecs cheilld the S. Union Ave.
makinge the richly decoreted noritn elsavetion even more prominent.
In the west cakle of the north elevation the date 158" is
inscrikted in ralcec¢ biack numeral The main section i1s covered
with clapboards excent zi Lhe ' cebles znd on the dormers
wihere imbriczted shincles are The hcuse is painted vello
with white trim ancd the low 53 n 1s of stonc and rrick.
Attached tc the southeast corner o ne bullcinc is & two
story frame winc. Covered with brovn wood shincle:
apoe&rs tc have reoen a senarate siructure =% ono +.ch
the res: of tne nouse naad been oulli to encompacs
ite It nas & rick founcation. Jhe main -lcck
vorcn on the south sice of tne w EVatlione.
Cwellinc, c¢ividecd into arartments, is in falr cC
ncing & front of theo house is a itn
a pracketedc nippec rcoi, covered wit
cshincles. icate arched ribks extending betveer
nposts support the roof. The advanced thirc bay, throuch wihich
cne enters 1s civen emonzsis by & curved hood with exposed ribs
underneath and & Lastlake desicn rlercing the frent. The
porchh frieze coneclists of & zeries of cutouts wiin scealloped
ecces and complimentary zlthouch not icdentical treestment is
civen tc the reilinc. Decorative plerced panels cover the
founcations ©f the onorch. Across the rear is a two story
three bzy 2orcn vwitn z flat rooi, cnamierec nosis anc fence
railincs. Steirs, on south side supoortec v neaturel
iog nosts, lead tce the onc¢ floor. A second story porch is
on the south elevation the main bleock. Shelterec under tne
mein roof, the norch is two kaye wide with 2 decorative
ood railinc.
Yindows are arranced 3 tricellyv on the front cf the house.
Cn the first flcor tne northern Zays have 1/1 licn
doukle hunc sash wnile two recessec southern bay tain
crie licht French Coors he same size. ot i
se o{:-Ctory, front elevetion neve 1/l 1ic asn
izh the upper ceash zcrderede by small scu
cf the windcdcws nave plein wice board en el
cguares of class in the udnzer sash, wnich are
ec¢ or clear. At one time, acceordinc to an 0ol photogrant
wincdews were Iflanked by louverec shuiters. The house

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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) SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC X COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION __LAW __SCIENCE
~-1500-1599 \_,_AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS — LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY ——SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —_THEATER
~—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION local history
SPECIFIC DATES 1886 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE
The Vandiver Mansion is the firest exemple cf Queen Anne

nrchitectﬂre in Havre de Crace. It 1s a two and nalf
tory frame house covered with clapbcards ancd shingles, ricnly
cecorated on the north elevation cables and has a long 2lazze
acrocse the front. The house retains many fine examples of
coalescent leadec stained class and four oricinal outbulldincs
in the resr. Amcng the cout builcdincs 1s a cazebo, bullt
of tpranches with & wood shinclec roof; it is similar to those
that were planned for Central Fark in New York City by
vert Vau¥. The house, as we see it tocday, was constructed in
_58 , althcugh it appears to have been built around cne or
mcre eariler structures. Like the Senece Iensicn (HA=815)
and the Spenser-Silver Mansion (HA-549)which are also locatec
on Unicn Ave., the Vandiver Mansion refilects the wealth anc
srominence of the men for whom 1t was bullt.
Murrzy Vanciver was an active ficure in the ocliticel life
£ Marylanc for many years. He was a member of the rouse of
gates, State Treasurer for sixteen years, Chalrman of
Democratic State Central Commitee and was aspolnted
ector of Internal T[Nevernue for laryland in 1089 by
Fresident Clevelanc. Always active in the businecs and clvic
affairs of Havre de Crace, Vandiver was serving egc bavor
wnern the house was built. Hurray Vanciver's ther rokert came
to Havre de Grace cometime before 1£3%. He & contractor,
puiicing tne lcck at Lapidum for the Susqgueh encé Ticewater
Canzl as well as the rallrcad cut that went St. Clalr
Street (now Pennincton /fve.) to the river.
Thiz oiece of proverty,one of the most archltecturally as well
as historically significent in Havre de Grace, is kecginninc t
shcw sicng of neclect, Urlon Avenue anc the toWn as a whole
ould loose wmuch 1f these tudldings were to be razed or even
significantly alterecd. All of the mantels and woocdwork remszin
cn the interior, althouch the house is dividecd into apartments.
AT the time the site was visited the attic anc outbuildings were
filled with memorekbilia of all kinds reflecting the familvy's
nistory enc Murray Vanciver's political career.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ferion Morton=Historic Sites Survevoer Hav 10,1877
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lMaryland Historical Trust
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Annapolls, Marvyland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
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(301) 267-1438
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Interior: The house is divided into four apzartments. The first
floor has & center hall »lan with stairs (now enclosed) on the
south wall rising to the attic. The stsirs, framed by an ogee

arch with ornamental lattice work, have walnut newel post ang
bannister. At the top of the seconc floor landinc is an oval

window filled with Ohaleccent leacec stained clasz. Cr. elther
sice of the hall are double mahocany doors, openinc into rooms
with fireplaceg on.their far (north and south) walls. The
fircplace in the north room nas & wclnbt mantel with & mirror
atove 1ty the fireplace (closed) is faced with clazed ceramic
tiles., The fireplace in the scouth rcom is terra cotta with an
overmantel of the same materizl. Above each of the docors on
either side cf the fireplace are triancular openings with more
opalescent leacec stainec cless. The middle room on the

nerth wall, seconc¢ story as an unusual fireplace anc cver-
mantel with snelves. In place of the usual mirror 1s & rec-
tancular piece ©of stainec¢ class within a larce recess with speace
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does not inclucde the winc.
Cutbuildings:
The house has & larce carcen at the rear conteaining four
outbuildings:s- & barn, & privy, & gazebo ancd wnat appears to
De & carden shecd. All of them are painied creen, The barn

is bcarcd anc batten with & sguare ventilator on the rcof and

2 tin rocf. It is on the corner of Lodce Alley ancd Fountailn
Zt. The privy and cerden shed stanc next to esach other; both
are one sco"y structures with slate rcofs. The privy is clap-
poarcs with & scalloped barce boarc while the carcen shed is
Loard anc batten. Mosgst remarkable is the existence of the
cgazebo. Dullt cof branches anc T”lCS, the cazebo ls circular
under & pyramidal wood shincled roof which wes once paintecd
creen. Similar kinds of open wooc strucz&res, also built

f branches, wvere cesignecd for Central Park 1n New York City.

They are illustratec in Villas anc Cottages by Calvert Vaux.
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292 VILLAS AND COTTAGES.
The vignettes show two designs for shaded seats -
that have been executed in the Central Park, New &

York.
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#1 North Elevation-Exterior
#3 East Elevation-Exterior
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